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ANNCR: 

ZAIRE'S RECENT DECISION TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH THE 
LUANDA GOVERNMENT IN ANGOLA IS BEING STUDIED IN VARIOUS 
WORLD CAPITALS, ESPECIALLY IN LUSAKA AND PRETORIA. FROM 
KINSHASA, VOA CORRESPONDENT JOHN ROBERTS SENDS THESE 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE AGREE!ENT. 

VOICE: 

ZAIRE HAS TAKEN GREAT PAINS TO EMPHASIZE THAT THIS 
AGREEMENT TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS DOES NOT MEAN THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. ZAIRE SAYS THIS CAN BE 
CONSIDERED ONLY AFTER A JOINT COMMISSION HAS WORKED OUT THE 
PRACTICAL MEANS TO REPATRIATE ALL ANGOLANS LIVING IN ZAIRE 
AND ALL ZAIRE CITIZENS NOW IN ANGOLA. THIS SWEEPING GOAL, 
AS STATED IN THE COMMUNIQUE, IS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE IT 
INCLUDES MEMBERS OF THE TWO ANGOLAN LIBERATION 
ORGANIZATIONS ~- THE NATIONAL FRONT AND UNITA. PRESIDENT 
MOBUTU OF ZAIRE SAYS THAT CONTINUED GUERRILLA WARFARE CAN 
ONLY PROLONG THE SUFFERING IN ANGOLA, AND THAT PEACE WILL 
COME THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS -- NOT WAR, JUST HOW THESE PEOPLE 
ON BOTH SIDES ARE GOING TO BE PERSUADED TO RETURN TO THEIR 
HOMELANDS IS NOT CLEAR. BUT THE TASK OF DOING IT HAS BEEN 
DELEGATED TO THE REGIONAL OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
HIGH COMMISSION FOR REFUGEES. IN THE MEANTIME, THE TWO 
COUNTRIES HAVE AGREED TO RESPECT EACH OTHER'S BORDERS AND 


TO NOT INTERFERE IN EACH OTHER'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
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TO OBSERVERS, THE AGREEMENT IS THE NATURAL OUTGROWTH 
OF ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL SELF-INTEREST ON BOTH SIDES. 

ZAIRE IS GREATLY DEPENDENT ON ANGOLA'S BENGUELA RAILWAY TO 
GET ITS COPPER TO MARKET, AND ANGOLA NEEDS THE REVENUES FROM 
THOSE SHIPMENTS. 

AND THEN, THERE IS THE MATTER OF SECURITY. A 
GOVERNMENT-SUPPORTED NEWSPAPER IN KINSHASA, ELIMA, POINTED 
OUT THAT THE TWO COUNTRIES SHARE A BORDER TWO THOUSAND, SIX 
HUNDRED KILOMETERS LONG. IT SAID INTERDEPENDENCE BETWEEN 
ZAIRE AND ANGOLA IS AN UNDENIABLE FACT, AND REALIZING 
THIS, M.P,L.A. LEADER AGOSTINO NETO EXTENDED A HAND TO 
ZAIRE AND ASKED THAT PRESIDENT MOBUTU MEET HIM AS THE 
SOLE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE. THE 
EDITORIAL SAID THAT ZAIRE COULD NOT REMAIN DEAF TO THE 
APPEAL AND ACCEPTED THE HAND. BUT, SAID THE NEWSPAPER, 

A MEETING COULD NOT TAKE PLACE UNTIL CERTAIN QUESTIONS, 
SUCH AS THE REFUGEE PROBLEM, HAD BEET! ANSWERED. TALKS 
WERE HELD SECRETLY AT A LOWER LEVEL. SATISFACTORY ANSWERS 
WERE RECEIVED, AND THE Tl\!O0 LEADERS MET IN THE CONGOLESE 
CAPITAL OF BRAZZAVILLE ACROSS THE ZAIRE RIVER. 

FROM ZAIRE'S POINT OF VIEW, THE AGREEME!IT ENSURES 
THAT ITS PRIMARY INTERESTS -- REFUGEES AND ECONOMIC AND 
PHYSICAL SECURITY -- WILL BE DEALT WITH BEFORE DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS CAN SE CONSIDERED. ON THE OTHER HAND, DOCTOR NETO 
HAS RECEIVED ZAIRE'S TACIT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT THE M.P.L.A. 
REPRESENTS ALL OF ANGOLA -= AN IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT AND 
ONE WHICH IS CERTAIN TO BE WEIGHED CAREFULLY BY ANGOLA'S 
OTHER NEIGHBORS, ZAMBIA AND SOUTH AFRICA. 
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